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Imperial’s 'haunted hotel' comes back to life

By Abeis Soto - 0ot I7, 7021 Updated 38 = ago W 0
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IMPERLAL — Imperials abandoned hotel will receive 8 massine redeelopment after the imperial City
Council vated 4-1 10 panrer with Gafcon commercial contractors during a special mesting Monday, Oct.
25 The Jd4-pear-cid, famity-owned Galcon company will fully fund the 522-mion project to rehabilitate
and apen the Morthpoint Hatel Development anea lecated an the cormer of Meckel Road and Highway 86

A% part o1 the arangement, both partios hive Bniernd mibo & Transsent Docupancy Tas (TOT) shaning
agreemer that will see Gafcon recense 552 million ower a pericd of 20 years. That agreement mandates a
et b eaiaMiahed with & high calier of slandards that include 0 being operated by & Tull service,

pscale, nationally-recognined brand with amenities.

These reguired amenities include a restaurarn,
BB, el ing rosmds, & iiness center,
marketplace, and an indoor poal. A stsdy
cetenmined the propect will generate 54 millian in
sales tax revenue and create &00 jobs af the
St of conginction, with 275 of thoee jobs
being permanen

Senedr Viee President and Gansrdd Coungel of
Gafeon. Paul Major, sald he's going 10 be o pant
crwnar of the new Fotel and that they apect 0o

Finish construction in Jaruacy 2023, A resdeting shows the tﬂl‘l‘l.j!lti!\-ﬂ Horikpadnt Holel

Development area locsted an the comer of Heckel
Road and Highway B4_
“We krove thal dolng samething ard doing it Tast

I5 an incredible 1ask _ We are gomyg b get it
chovri Fael and we are godng B0 get i done night,”
sakl Majar

Majar said the row hovel will be & Cambires brand,
witich ha called a new leading brand as part of
the Chodce Hobtels franchise, which it one of Ehe
largest chaing in the Linited Eiakns

“We are going ke have amenithes that are rat
cumenitly prosent af any of the hotels in the
Irpirial Walley, and wae (hink that is goirg bo be a

A rendering shows some of the planned amenities
at the Horthpaint Hote! Development area located
on the comer of Heckel Road and Highway 86.

driver for economic growth” said Nadar,

Majar said the planned Carnbria brarsd habed will
furction as & beacon for other businesses to
came ahd be a part of the fiw Sestmations
camnter, The holel will be the center of the rew
development of nelghboring bulldings desigred
toe shops. restaurants, and mulipapose office

BpacE

Chial Development Oficer af Gafeon Bomn
Benso said they expect the Hole to make £50
per perace for every day They stay and that they
will bring about ather improwesmenis bo the anea

Senior Vice President and Gensral Coungel of
“Thare i§ 3ome seér infrasimiciune that's Gafeen, Peul Hajar, asys he's golng io be a part
meeded, there is some fide inlrastruciuce that's ownes of the new hl!"'t and thai they expect to
R s s e e s ) finish construction in January 2023
some power infrastructure and v think al the
end of 1he day, that Thés project will provide moch-nesded infrastruciure enhancemants to that part of the
community. Partsoularly along Meckel Road and Highway 86 because this project will ultimately clean up
the Bhight that is curmently thee” 35id Beneo

Councilmembser Roberl AMparand wak concarmned @out waitng hwo decades for the 55.2 milion 1o come
back to the city. Amparano feanred the skow return of vestment could negatively impact the ability of the
couricil 1o remedy other concems becaiese of a lack of finances

"1 think wial I'm havirg Ssees with is trma. In 20 years, by the Time we get this pald off, I'm 48, F'm gaing

10 be B3 years oid . ry T0-year-old daagier will e 30 _ Twenty years I8 8 fang tims 10 pay back the 552
millien,” he said, "The way | see this project, | wan! to see it happen, | really do . bul when we're spending
35,2 millaon of our 1ax My, of our TOT maoney tha we could be using for otfer infragtnacbong _ haw do |

tell bir, Femnordez | can't pave the fromt of his house because | don't hove the money.”

Amparang falt strongly that Gafeon was nof adequately negediating with them Because they have mat
mewed off the 552 millien figure

“Therd'a md neegatiainon thene _, wo hinee msney [Tal we ore Qoirg 10 pul e T hat we wWonT see Dack ui
least four, | guess {ar he first five years we'ne going 10 kose 100 pencent . 5o now we're 2t B pefoend, 50
wie e gadng o make 12 percent” said Amparanc

City Manager Denis Moo stated at the beginning of the meeting that while Gafoon would be receiving
maearty @il of the meney’ raisesd from the ahared TOT, the ity would 368 g alightly higher amount by the

shith yoar

"The ety shane af the TOT poes up & the yeass go by _ aiver the first five yeass, the share chenges, and
thi city ge1s a bigger share and a1 that point, what the city estimated to be its general fund cost for
BUDROTENG Tt propect wolihd b Covernd, plus Sime sfmount of money sl Mofita

RBehan Real Extabe Broker-oaned, Ray Roben, sddmessed thi councl 16 andorse the Galcon team ag the
right kird of pecple 10 finally get the profect done

TThe wr G pireod (el dheir hard o that developmiend, and wene s1uck with 1he aame nightmans that
wit'vp hesn in for forewer and farever and all we'll ever end up over thers with |5 mone houses and Imperial,
bless their souls, we love houses and we're gaing Lo build & kE more Rouses but thenes a lod mone thengs
we need than howsoa fght now, nnd that's a tax base. And let’s face it, 1he only way that that's going 10
Reappin i i we gel & hotel fight these” gaid Roben

Mayor Pro-Temn Gaofirey Dade sald the project will bring about more developments that will resuh in
immediabe tax meney.

*1 would imsaging that the minate that we make some sort of a deal on this. that properties. around this e
poing 1o b develaped” sad Dale.

Dade fieh that the $30-million price tag to build the hoted was nat all that ruch consldening all of the
perernium armenilies, ke @ banguet has and select restastants, Ehat are going Lo be inchuded

“Imperial has aiways boen first, wene always thinking out of the beo, wo always wand the best forour
cammiendly, snd sgan, | Gon want 10 see & Rodeway Inn. | do net wat (het. Cambsis is & grest brand”
sasd Oade. “When this thing is taken and finkshed up, i1 going to be scmaihing so big for the Valloy and
you €anT get army betler, we're right hera in the rmiddle of the Yalley, we ahe the cenler of 1he Yalley”

Mayor Karin Eugenio was veny optimistic about movemant fnally being made on the haotel and nobed it
wias a kiey iss0e That kepl coming up when she anginally ran Tor city couneil

"I'mi not Feere 10 be sympathetic 1o developers, youd Bottom line is not a concern b0 me. The bottam line ks
wiat I8 goeng o improve Ehe quaslimy of e for our nesients and o our SoMEmunity o5 & whoss, hio gas
“Frorm what ['ve seen of Galoan, it's all been heally Fnpressive _ the poléntial growh, the potential
projects, the potentinl rewenue that we can penerle from this project and this project beng an sminent

part af 1hat growth and 1hat revenue is immensgs.”

Eugenio gahd iT thasy vadna 10 rapilt [ha propodal they would go back 1o sguare ong nd 1hat wasml
something she wanled to do, considering it was a big part of her platform.

“Whaen | ran for city council She holel, the hauwted hotel 88 you showed w3 nages of, wad acmaething that
wizs feally important fo me becawse it's really mmpostant o the city of imperiaf” said Eugenio, “Everyone
that | falked 1o wihan | wi nanféng SR, whal are you going 1o 00 abat thai hodel, . We are now in A
pasition 1o negotiale what we can for the fulue growth foc this project and so, like Dale sald, it's all abowt
pRrEpacive”
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