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HIRINGS, PROMOTIONS, BOARD MEMBERS AND  
SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENTS IN SAN DIEGO

PEOPLE ON THE MOVE

Gafcon, Inc.’s Robin Duveen was recently promoted from 
chief operating officer to president & COO, where he will 
assume increased responsibility for day-to-day operations, 
with all departments reporting to him. A construction industry 
veteran with nearly 30 years of experience in program, project 
and construction management, Duveen has been a key 
Gafcon team member since joining the firm in 1998. Duveen 
worked his way up through the ranks and has been the chief 
operations officer at Gafcon for nearly four years. 

“Robin’s record of success exemplifies that he has ‘the right 
stuff’ to take on increased leadership responsibilities,” says Yehudi “Gaf” Gaffen, 
CEO of Gafcon. “Robin has managed some of our best projects and has persevered 
through some of our most challenging ones. His loyalty, tenacity and integrity are 
coupled with a genuine commitment serving our clients and achieving their goals.” 

Gafcon is a leader in construction project management, representing owners and 
overseeing major developments throughout California and worldwide. Duveen was 
tapped for this promotion to further strengthen Gafcon’s focus on delivering quality 
projects for clients. Duveen is known for his strong and productive relationships with 
owners, architects, contractors and consultants. He is highly experienced with the 
management and development of public, educational, residential and commercial/
retail projects. 

Prior to joining Gafcon, Duveen was a development/project manager for Rabie 
Property Developers and Resnekov & Neilson in his native South Africa. He earned a 
bachelor’s degree in construction management from Cape Tecknikon in Cape Town, 
South Africa.

CONSTRUCTION
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Duveen

Robin Duveen can be reached at 858-875-0010
or rduveen@gafcon.com

COMMERICAL REAL ESTATE
Business Line Expansion – New Hire

NorthMarq has expanded its multifamily investment sales 
platform into San Diego with the addition of Kyle Pinkalla, 
an expert who has more than 15 years of commercial real 
estate experience in investments sales, development, 
acquisitions and onsite management of multifamily properties. 
He has been involved with more than $2 billion of multifamily 
investment sales in the last five years in Southern California 
markets. At NorthMarq, he will work closely with the 
company’s debt and equity team in San Diego and have 
responsibility for multifamily acquisitions, dispositions, broker 

opinions of value and market insights. 

The San Diego regional office, one of NorthMarq’s top performing debt and equity 
offices, is led by Eric Flyckt. “We are excited to leverage Kyle’s experience with 
multifamily investors throughout the region and develop the synergy with clients that 
our other offices with investment sales professionals are experiencing,” said Flyckt, 
senior vice president/managing director.

Pinkalla joins the 12-person debt and equity team in NorthMarq’s San Diego regional 
office, 12230 El Camino Real, Suite 220, San Diego, California

Trevor Koskovich, president-Investment Sales, is leading the platform’s growth, which 
in addition to the newest office in Los Angeles, now includes teams in Arizona, Kansas, 
Missouri, New Mexico and Texas. He is recruiting professionals who are interested in 
leveraging the company’s culture and track record of debt and equity transactions. 

Pinkalla

Kyle Pinkalla can be reached at 952-837-8772
or mnevanen@northmarq.com 
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TIVE ENERGY SUPPLIERS
Ranked by number of local full-time employees as of August 1, 2018

Rank
(last year)

Company
Address
Website
Phone # of local full-timeemployees:

2018
2017

% + (-)

# of employees:StatewideCompanywide Alt. energyservices provided
Areas served HeadquartersYear est. locally Top local executive

1
(1)

Swinerton Renewable Energy
16798 W. Bernardo Drive,San Diego 92127www.swinertonrenewable.com

858-622-4040
486
469
4 wnd

wnd
Solar PV solutions;operations, maintenance &SOLV for utility/commercialprojects

U.S., Canada, Mexico San Francisco2008

George Hershman

2
(2)

Baker Electric Home Energy
2140 Enterprise St.,Escondido 92029www.bakerhomeenergy.com

877-578-8080
202
159
27 wnd

wnd
Provides solar & homebatteries, HVAC & smarthome solutions

S.D., Orange,Riverside, L.A., SanBernardino, Ventura& Imperial counties
Escondido

2007

Ted Baker
3
(3)

Center for Sustainable Energy
3980 Sherman St.,San Diego 92110www.energycenter.org858-244-1177

128
111
15 145

150

Clean transportation,distributed energy, buildingperformance, policysupport, energyengineering
United States San Diego

1996

Lawrence E. Goldenhersh

4
(4)

Natural Energy USA Inc.804 N. Twin Oaks Valley Road, Suite 116,
San Marcos 92029www.naturalenergyusa.com760-743-6400

90
90
0 wnd

wnd
Solar electric, solar poolheating, battery backupsystems

S.D., Riverside, SanBernardino, Orange,L.A. & Imperialcounties
San Marcos1977

Ted Mount

5
(5)

Sullivan Solar Power8949 Kenamar Drive, Suite 101,
San Diego 92121www.sullivansolarpower.com

858-271-7758
80
83
(4) 103

103
Turnkey provider forresidential & commercialsolar, energy storage & EVcharging stations

San Diego, Orange &Riverside counties San Diego
2004

Daniel Sullivan
6
(6)

SunPower by Stellar Solar
265 Via Del Monte,Oceanside 92058www.stellarsolar.net866-787-6527

63
50
26 wnd

wnd
Residential & commercialsolar panel installation &repair S.D., Orange &Imperial counties Oceanside

1998

Kent Harle
7
(9)

Onsite Energy Corp.2701 Loker Ave. W., Suite 107,
Carlsbad 92010www.onsitenergy.com760-931-2400

26
18
44 26

26
Industrial energy efficiency,photovoltaic systems,renewables, cogeneration U.S. Carlsbad

1982

Richard Sperberg

8
(NR)

Axis Renewable Group2305 Historic Decatur,San Diego 92106Axisrgintl.com619-937-3961
25
25
0 25

150
An independent serviceprovider of utility-scalewind turbine, solar farms

Canada, Mexico,Chile, Argentina,Uruguay San Diego
2015

George Tapia
9

(NR)

San Diego County Solar5145 Avenida Encinas, Suite A,
Carlsbad 92008https://sandiegocountysolar.com/

760-230-2220
7
6

17 7
wnd

Solar electric installations &service for homeowners &small businesses San Diego County Carlsbad
2010

Mike Davidson

10
(11)

Bill Swinnea Construction Consulting
1944 Playa Riviera,Cardiff-by-the-Sea 92007na

760-213-9455
1
1
0 wnd

wnd Alternative energyconsulting San Diego County Cardiff-by-the-Sea1987

Billy Swinnea

NR
(NR)

Captain Voltage Electric3043 Avenida De Lamar,San Diego 91977www.suacci.com619-201-6183
wnd
wnd
wnd wnd

wnd
Photovoltaic grid-tie,photovoltaic off-grid,backup generator, backupbattery, electrical service

San Diego Spring Valley1992

Mark Suacci

(NR) Not rankedwnd Would not disclosena Not available/applicableSource: The companies.Only companies conducting 50 percent or more business in providing alternative energy services are eligible for the list.

To the best of our knowledge, this information is accurate as of press time. While every effort is made to ensure the accuracy and thoroughness of

the list, omissions and typographical errors sometimes occur. Please send corrections or additions to the Research Department at the San Diego

Business Journal. 858-634-4635. This list may not be reprinted in whole or in part without prior written permission from the editor. Some

companies have declined to participate or did not return a survey by press time. It is not the intent of this list to endorse the participants or to imply a

company's size or numerical rank indicates its quality.
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visited every three years. California is 

the first state to adopt such a directive. 

Along with single family homes, the 

mandate requires solar panels for multi-

family dwellings of three stories or less. 

Builders also can reduce the size of the 

photovoltaic systems they install if  they 

include storage batteries in their homes.

The commission has estimated that a 

solar energy system of 2.5 to 3 kilowatts 

will add about $8,400 to the cost of a 

new home. The commission’s 2019 en-

ergy efficiency standards, which include 

other measures such as improved insu-

lation, will total about $9,500 for a new 

home, while saving homeowners $19,000 

in energy and maintenance costs over the 

30-year life of their mortgage.
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EnerGizing  

The Market

Photo by Jamie Scott Lytle

Sullivan Solar Power employee Jon-

athan Rogers installs solar panels 

atop a home in Carlsbad. California 

will require solar panels on all new 

homes starting in 2020. The mandate 

was approved by the California Ener-

gy Commission in 2018 as part of an 

update to the panel’s energy efficiency 

standards, which are revisited every 

three years.

A
state mandate to include solar 

panels on all new homes built 

in California starting in 2020 is 

expected to boost the bottom 

line of companies that install 

solar energy systems on the rooftops of 

homes throughout Southern California.

Mike Teresso, president of Escondi-

do-based Baker Electric Home Energy, said 

most of his company’s business currently 

focuses on retrofitting solar panels on the 

roofs of existing homes. The new mandate, 

he said, “opens up another market segment 

for us to pursue. That’s a positive for us.”

Solar Demand Goes Viral?

The same is true for Sullivan Solar 

Power, which currently focuses on retro-

fits for existing homes, as well as com-

mercial solar installations. CEO Daniel 

Sullivan said his company will create a 

new division to handle new home instal-

lations once the mandate takes effect.

“We see this as yet another opportuni-

ty. We will end up hiring more people to 

meet the demand,” Sullivan said. He also 

predicted that once the public sees solar 

panels being installed on new homes, the 

demand for solar on existing homes will 

also increase.

“This is going to virally spread the so-

lar industry,” he said.

California Mandate Is a First

The mandate was approved by the 

California Energy Commission in 2018 

as part of an update to the panel’s en-

ergy efficiency standards, which are re-

Upcoming Solar Panel 

Mandate on New Homes 

Has Installers Preparing 

For Surge in Demand

BY JOE TASH
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Photo courtesy of Carruth Cellars

Tourism: The 5,000 square-foot-
headquarters in Solana Beach of 
Carruth Cellars Urban Winery.

3

Photo by Mass Communication Specialist 
2nd Class Jasen Moreno-Garcia courtesy 

of U.S. Navy

Defense: The ship known as DDG 
1001 was commissioned as the 
USS Michael Monsoor on Jan. 26.

10

Photo courtesy of CoStar

Longfellow Real Estate Partners 
has acquired two industrial 
buildings in Sorrento Valley on 
Roselle Street.
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