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District receives perfect
score for transparency
of its bond program

By Thor Kamban Biberman
Daily Transcript Staff Writer

T he San Diego Community College

District was the largest community

college district in San Diego County
to receive a perfect bond transparency score
from the San Diego County Taxpayer’s Edu-
cation Foundation.

The perfect score comes as the district,
which consists of 100,000 annual students,
is nearing the end of construction funded by
the Proposition S and N bond programs.

The taxpayer foundation's 2018 School
Bond Transparency summary report con-
cluded that the San Diegoe Community Col-
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SDCCD nearing completion

on $1.6B of campus projects

Phole courtesy of San Diego Community College District

Arendering of the new Fine Arts building at Mesa College. The four-story, 26,500-square-
foot building will provide modernized facilities and equipment for programs in drawing,
painting, photography, sculpting and ceramics. It is part of $1.6 billion of development
and renovation going on at San Diego Community College District campuses.

Legislators hope to bypass $331M debt payment

By Malcolm Maclachlan
Daily Journal Staff Writer

ACRAMENTO — Can California

- legislate its way out of a $331 mil-

lion court-ordered debt? That's

what plaintiffs in a long-running

legal case say Democratic lawmakers are

trying to do with a pair of nearly-identical
bills introduced this week.

SB 861 and AB 1829 appeared in print on

Tuesday, about a month after an appeals

court ruled the state illegally appropriated

money from a multi-million dollar mortgage
settlement to pay off bonds and backfill the
general fund.

Each bill passed its initial budget com-
mittee votes on Wednesday and Thursday,
respectively, over Republican opposition.

Both “would provide legislative confirma-
tion and ratification that allocations of funds
from the National Mortgage Special Deposit
Fund in the 2011-12, 2012-13, and 2013-14
fiscal years were consistent with the direc-
tion givento the Director of Finance.”

What this language means in practice is
the state is seeking to circumvent a unan-
imous ruling issued last month by the 3rd
District Court of Appeal. National Asian
American Coalition et al. v. Brown et al.,
2018 DJDAR 6755 (Cal. App. 3rd Dist., July
10, 2018). ;

“Gov. [Jerry] Brown is being sneaky,”
said Faith Bautista, the coalition’s presi-
dent. “We've been waiting patiently since
2014. We went through the process and
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San Ysidro
PedEast
facility
now open

By Mark Armao
Daily Transcript Staff Writer

The roughly 20,000 people who walk

across the U.S-Mexico border from

Tijuana to San Ysidro on an average
day can expect shorter wait times following the
opening of a new northbound pedestrian-pro-
cessing facility at the San Ysidro Land Port of
Entry, the busiest land-border crossing in the
‘Western Hemisphere.

With 22 pedestrian lanes, the new PedEast
facility will increase the inspection capacity of
U.S. Customs and Border Protection, which
began operations in the 100,000-square-foot
building last week.

The project is part of the $741 million expan-
sion of the port of entry, a multi-phase effort
being overseen by the US. General Services
Administration (GSA).
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Construction firm Gafcon names
director of operations

Gafcon, Inc. recently promoted Fred Parker to direc-
tor of operations, where he will pursue strategic growth
initiatives, and process improvement and staff develop-
ment. Parker will maintain his role on the $450 million
Grossmont-Cuyamaca Community College District
bond program, which he has managed for the past two

years.
The director of operations role was created to

strengthen Gafcon’s focus on effectively delivering proj-"

ectsfor clients. Parker will work in the field to make sure
that every Gafcon project is operating transparently and
efficiently.

Along with chief operating officer Robin Duveen and
vice president of operations Ron Takaki, Parker will help
navigate and grow consulting services within Gafcon.
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